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HE writer thinks it anneceſſaty to troudls 5 
the public, or himſelf, with an apology _ 
for the « following ſtrictures on a pamphlet ktely 
publiſhed. The ſubje&, however i impo: tant, he 
ſhould probably remain ſilent upon, had not that | 
| compoſition tended, in his opinion, to miſlead 
people's minds, and promote the private deſigns _ 
of intereſted perſons, at the expence of Juſtice: 
and humanity. He preſumes not to fuppoſe that, 
his ideas ſhall be implicitly adopted by any per- 
ſon - as on a matter ſo materially intereſting to 
all, every individual ſhould conſult his owa judg- 
ment, and be regulated by it, after a thorough. 
inveſtigation of the Whole. 


To the freedom of the preſs, the public are 
4 highly indebted, both for inſtruction and . | 
/ tion. The publication of even errors and miſtakes, 
3 = e Which 


S ͤ ͤ on en 


F 


which might, exiſt. too long in private, proves- 


generally the means of their ſuppreſſion, by the. | 


returning tide of truth and knowledge in the ſame 
channel, and which cannot be ernten. 


— 


Should the writer. commit, any errors or miſs. 
takes, from ignorance or hurry, which he, is ſen+. 


ſible may not be unlikely, he deſires not to ſhel- 


ter himſelf under the ſneaking plea of upright in- 


tention, Conſcious of his own rectitude, he 
cringes not, even to, the public; nay, chal- 


lenges the vereſt animadverſion; not from a 


van conceit of his own ability, but as it may "ate. 
ford him oppor tunity of acknowieaging bis 
: faults, where ſuch ſhould appear; his aim 
being at juſtice, and that alone his object. He 
does not pretend, any more thao, the perſon 
he anſwers, to critical accuracy or propriety, — 
language: Wiſhing only to be plain, and clearly . 
underſtood z an having neither Teiſure or incli-. 
nation, had he the power, to tickle the fancy, or 
pliy on the paſſions of his fellow-citizens, on ſo 
| ſerious an occaſion, he leaves with. the writers of 


periodical eſſays, all the triumph, and all the 


glory, that a brilliant imagination, or. a florid 


ſtyle, can obtain. He thinks it neceſſary to ap- 


piiſe the public, that the pamphlet he under- 


takes 
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takes to anſwer, though dated ſo long ago as the 


r2th of June laſt, was publiſhed but a feu days 
fince. The Aſſembly being to meet on the 29th 
inſtant, and convened, it is well known, a month 
earlier than uſual, for the purpoſe of exprefling 
the people's ſentiments on the abolition of the 
African trade, &c. and to be laid before the Bri- 


tiſh Parliament; the au hor of that compoſition, : 


ſhrewdly ſuppoſed, that, by delaying its 5 


tion, there would not be time to prepare. and 
publiſh an anſwer to it before that meeting; and 


that, conſequently, whatever might be its me- 
rits, his purpoſe would be accompliſhed. That 
the writer of theſe pages cannot. make ſo full 


and proper an anſwer to it as he wiſhes, and 
thinks he could, had he more time, is certain; 
and he, therefore, on this account only, hopes 

the public will, not for his ſake but their own, 
make due allowance for his deficiency both in 
matter and manner; {applying, from general ex- 
perience and obſervation, all that may be want⸗ 


5 


tin 5 


Jamaica, Clarendon, 8 


20th Sept. 1788. 
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S yon have not affixed any name to your per- 
formance, but given it to the public to be 
treated as it ſhould deſerve, you {till retain 

the advantage of adopting or rejecting it, 

as its credit: or diſgrace may affect you. 
Standing thus fairly upon its own intrinſic. 
merits, borrowing no reſpect from your character, whatever 


that may be, my freedom can give no perſonal offence, and i is 
therefore unreſtrained by ceremony. 


Your facts and obſervations are ſo ſtrangely jumbled de 
that it is impoſſible to ſeparate them in ſuch a manner as to anſwer 
both with preciſien or regularity ; and you have ſo blended tranſ- 
actions in the other iſlands with thoſe in this country, however dif- 
ferent they are known to be, and neceſſarily muſt, from many diffey-. 
ent circumſtances of ſituation, &c. that, had it been your intention 
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yo: your Preface, page * 


_ 


to o perplex and confound the ſubject, yon could not have done Ie 
dy any means more effeQtually. As I cannot then follow you 
through all the peregrinations of your fancy, or your alternate 


ſkips from one iſland to another, I ſhall only make ſuch com- 
ments upon them as may occaſionally occur; and of courſe leave 
ſufficient matter for Mr. Glanville Sharp and the Dean of Mid- 

dleham to conteſt, ſhould they be diſpoſed for a paper war with 


you. Your preface and obſervations being exactly of a piece, I 


take leave to conſider them together; ſeeing no difference but in 
their names, nor any reaſon for the diſtinction —1 now proceed 


Ro IE 


Vou declare yourſelf 98 particularly qualified, from a long and 
intimate knowledge of, and reſidence at different times in, moſt 
of the Hands, from Barbados to Jamaica, 19 lav before the 


public the real ſituation and treatment of ſlaves in the ſugar 
colonies ;” and you chooſe © to be ſatisfied, that the account 
you have given, will be acknowledged by every perſon acquainted 


with the Welt Indies, to be a leſs favourable repreſentation of the 


negroes' ſituation than the fact would juſtify.” You proceed 
alſo « to ſneak anly of general treatment and to avoid mentioning 
the attention which particular people ſnew their ſlaves.“ — 


Upon ſuch general ground it is not difficult, and you knew 


it, to meet you; but like a wary general, you have ta- 
ken ſpecial care to entrench vourſeli ſtrongly, by making all 
the iſlands the ſcene of action; ſkirmiſhing in each at diſ- 
cretion, and always ſecuring your retreat from one to ano- 
ther, as the exigency of your arguments might require; ? 
well aware what little intercourſe there is between this iſland, 


now your head-quarters, and the others; and conſequently re- 
ſerving to yourſelf the power, at any moment, like one of our 
renowned generals laſt war in America, of « ſhifting your poſi- 


tion. „Lou profeſs it“ to heve been your original intention 


to point out the improbability and abſurdity, of the accounts given 


of the planters“ cruelty to their ſlaves . but in kindneſs, or 
mercy, 
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N to the t two Univerſities, Se at that you cannot help re- 
ſpecting ſuch authorities.” You politely admit « ſome doubts % 
how far you might venture to ſay any thing! in favour of a com- 
meree ſo generally condemned. ” To ſolve theſe doubts, how- 
1 ever, and perhaps to quiet, ſome riſing ſcruples of conſcience, i 
you piouſly reſort to the ſcriptures, « to learn whether. ſlavery . 
was inconſiſtent with the revealed will of the Deity.” » Here the 
reſult was perfectly ſatisfactory to yourſelf and then you be- 
neficently proceed « to point out ſome few, of tue many, paſſa- 
ges to be found in the ſacred volumes, which juſtify that com- > 
merce.“ Still ſome what ſceptical, you reſt firmly, at laſt, upon # 
| the back of a Mr. Harris of Liverpool, as upon a rock againſt 
which all Hell itſelf cannot prevail! J ſhall: take no ſhare i in the © 
BE controverſy on this part of the ſubject, but leave it with Mr. 
Harris and yourſelf to adjuſt the matter with the Engliſh. Univer- 
ilties, and the beſt and moſt learned men in Europe. For myſelf F 
only, I can and do decide. No conſtruction of the Goſpel ſhall 
| ever perſuade me to conſider the benignant FATHER of all men un- 
jult. If the ſcriptures then could be made, what I am ſure they... 
"1 cannot be tortured into, a juſtification of ſlavery, I ſolemniy declare "= 
| that 1 would abjure Chriltianity, as a ſyſtem derogatory « of the 
Divinity, and unworthy the adoption of rational beings.---Mr.. | 
Harris may contrive 10 reconcile ſuch doctrine with the intereſt 
of Liverpool mercliants; 3 and perhaps you may allay the qualms 
of ſome planters, over the teſtive bowl, on the ſame principle; 
but you will both find ſome difficulty, 1 believe, | in making pro- 
ſelytes amongſt any other deſcription of men : From your hap- 
py turn to anecdote, however, miracles may enſue ! 
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Preface, page 4, &c. You ſeem. much diſpoſed to PoE 
the general ideas formed by Britiſh ſubjects, reſpecting Swen BY 
and very civilly doubt their having any knowledge of the matter. 
| If Liberty be the Antipode, or reverſe of Slavery, they are cer. 

' tainly not ſo! Ignorant as you ſuppoſe. They contrive, at leaſt, 
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to enjoy that liberty. They are reſtrained, by the nobleſt ſyſtera 


of Government ever fermed, from doing miſchief ;—bound for 


their own benefit, and with their own free will and accord : and 


ever too the binders of themſelves. Not ſo the unfortunate ne- 
groes! Torn from their country, relations and friends Fet- 


tered in the moment of captivity No chance or redemption 


to the termination of their exiſtence ! ! 


Preface, page 5. You ſay !“ the colonies poſſeſs not, to any 


great extent, the privilege of being governed by laws to which 
they have given their aſſent by themſelves, or their repreſenta- 


tives!' And this ſeems held as an argument in favour of an 


abſolute and uncontrouled dominion over their ſlaves ;- which is 
no more, at beſt, than jultifying one wrong by another. It re- 


mains yet to be proved, that “ their property is to be taken 


from them, or much leſſened in value, if the preſent attempt - 


ſhould lucceed, either in the whole, or in part.” 


Vour ſtricture upon the populace of London, as to their cry of 


Liberty, in conſequence of Lord Mansheld's determination in 


the caſe of Mr. Stuart's negro 3 and their heats about the name 


of the Proteſtant religion a few years ago, &c. is now happily ap- 


plied to ſeme whom, you have acknowledged, you could not help ; 
reſpecting; ; nay, to all the people in Great Britain, whoſe: hu-. 


manity you are pleaſed to fatirize ; making them © more earneſt 
to recommend the exerciſe ef that virtue to the inhabitants of the 
Faſt and Weſt Indies, than to practiſe i it themſelves ! ind To ſo ge- 


neral a cenſure, upon the moſt enlightened people i in the ai. +} | 
J ſhall remain ſilent; ; too much aſtoniſhed at your ; made 14% to at- 


tempt a reply. 

As you have aſſerted that “ the laws of Great Britain autho- 
rize ſlavery in the colonies,” you ſhould have referred to ſuch as 
do. Were you but half as learned in the laws of the land as in 


thoſe of the goſpel, you would ſurely have as well fitted ſome ot 
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the one, as of the other, to your purpoſe : : You might, at any _. 
rate, have reſorted to precedents, and fafely Lawn 3 as many as 
you pleaſed from Tobago. 


When liberty was announced to negroes, as e as all others is 


: in Great Britain, it would indeed have been well it ſorne provi- 
ſion had been made for thoſe wretches; ; then pollefling, ſo far re- 


moved from their country and friends, nothing elſe But there 
was no robbery in the caſe, as you have inſinuated, reſpecting 


the laws, and they received it, as their rigbt. They were told 


that „every man there was as free as the air he breathed!“ 


Theſe were Lord Mansfield's words, which I heard him expreſs; ' 
and I believe he underſtood the laws as well as yourſelf." Many > 


norant of European manners and cuſtoms; - unhabituated to the 
climate ;—unbred to any proteſſion; -—unaſſiſted with the advice 


mouldered away? Let us ſuppoſe ſome hundreds, or thouſands, 
of Engliſhmen thrown by ſhipwreck, or any other misfortune, © 


their former maſters n ſacrifice to the mere names of liber- - 
ty and humanity.” The negroes claimed; at laſt, the benefit of 


of the negroes, emancipated by that determination, Mſg e 
ſtarved; and many more have Wandered about n 2 


of friends; — was it wonderful that they ſhould have pined ank 


upon the African coaſt, and unarmed; What, but the humanity h 


of the natives, could they depend on for ſuſtenance, and other 


means of preſervation ? I believe ſuch cafes have actually hap- - 


pened ; and that their relation T de found i in collections 
| of voyages and travels. „„ Be EO N N OP 


JE 
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N page 7: You! * N „Abet if ſlaves were ſet free i in the Dy 


colonies, they would neither work for ſubſiſtence, or even choole, 


8 though able to pay for their paſſage, t6 return to Africa.“ The 
firſt is contradicted by the fact; for there is not one free negro, ee, 
who has not means. of ſupport independent of labour, that does I 


7 12 


not work for his livelihood. It is abſurd to ſuppoſe the contrary ; > 


as even inſtin woult impel Ga aha to ſack the means of 
preſervation. 
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Preſervation. Abt 6 as to returning to Africa, you well know the 
difficulty to be great, and almoſt inſurmountable ; there being 
no direct communication from the iſlands thither, or otherwiſe 


= 
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1 


then by Great Britain; conſequently, two-long voyages to en- 
counter, and the expence of each, or both, more than almoſt 
any negro, and particularly a friendleſs foreigner, could bear: It 


would, therefore, be wonderful, if even a ſingle inſtunce oecurred 


of a negro finding means tc return to his native country. It is 
but in the circumitance of his being freed, which rarely happens 
to a foreign negro,” that he could think of it; and that very cir- 


cuimſtance might well reconcile him to his ſruation here, where 
he might hope to avail himſelf of the further favour and protecti- 
on of his former maſter, with whom i it may reafonably be ſuppo- 
ſed he retains fome intereſt. I think you prove, if any thing, 


more than you intended; by ſhewing, w whatever may be the cauſe, 


that free negroes are content to remain in the iſlands. In the wel 
fare of thoſe iſlands, and under their preſent government, they 
certainly acquire an intereſt, in being made free; for, as they 
could not hope for more happineſs by any change, they would 
not hazard that which: they. poſſeſs; and, conſequently, would 
cheerfully unite with the white inhabitants, as they have always 
done, both to quell infurredtions a at k onthe, and repel iuvaſio 47 | 


from abroad. 


yy 


Note, page 7. Your ſtory of the N young woman, 8 
1 ſhould be tempted to call an old woman's tale; ; but that old 
women are ſeldom quite ſo fooliſh, even in their tales, It tends 
not at all to prove what you wiſh to infer from it, © That ne- 
| boot prefer ſlaveiy in the iſlands to freedom in their own coun- 
try. ” —Admitting the fact to be exactly as you have ſlated j it, let | 
it be fairly conſidered.— The girl could have had little, if any ex- 
perience of the general ſeverity practiſed in the treatment of ſlaves 
here: Purchaſed by a lady, with whom ſhe muſt have had an ea- 
| ly life, as all ſtich attendants on ladies have; and knowing very 


little 
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1 
little, from a conftant reſidence in town during her ſhort ſta 
here, how the great majority of ſlaves are treated in the country, 
and particularly on ſugar plantations, her ideas of flavery muſt 
have been ſuperſwial Alt dues not ſurely follow, at any rate, 
that, 10 in returning to this iſland, ſhe returned te ſlavery.” The 


very reverſe appears ; her freedom having 8 been purchaſed by her 
brother, and her ſituation free at Anamaboa when Captain Mar- 


tin converſed with her there l fear, Sir, you know as little of 


women as of men : What was there unnatural, extraordinary, 


or even uncommon, in a young woman's wiſhing to return to an 
agreeable huſband ? It only ſhews, that ſhe poſſeſſed, what it is 


to be hoped is neither unnatural, extraordinary, or uncommon, 


an honourable portion of conjugal affection and fidelity; and 


how unjuſt, and perhaps ſtupid, thoſe are, -who deny to Negroes 


a participation in virtues, which the moſt polithed prop hold i in 
the h reſpect and veneration. 1 


— 


Preſace, page 8. Vour iden « of eramming liberty 8 


the throats of p ople who are incapable of digeſting it,” id ſs 
truly worthy a Raupe Monkey, that it merits not .the trouble 


of a comment. 


\ 


I admit that the protection, ſecurity, - and other advantages, 


received from living in ſociety, give every community a right to 
abridge the individual of ſuch portion of his natural liberty, as 
may be conducive to the general welfare of the whole = and. 


that none can have a right to make Jaws but the members of the 
community who are to be governed by them.” —If you meant te 
apply theſe maxims to the interference of the Britiſh Parliament, 


as to the government of ſlaves in the Weſt India iſlands, they 
may be equally applied to the rights of negroes, as Britiſh ſub- 
Jets, and human beings. It is not a portion of their liberty that 


is ſacrificed but the whole.—257,300 people, labouring inceſ- 


ſantly for 25, 00, as in this iſland, yet not poſſeſſed of any thing 
they : 


1 


they can call their own !—May they not — « are we not men; 


are we not your brethren ?** 


V hilt e Great Britain retains the power of making, as well as 


calling, the Weſt India illands, her iflands, which the certainly - 


holds at preſent, and J hope will long continue to hold; as alſo 
the excluſive privilege of tranſporting ſlaves to thoſe iſlands j in her 
own ſhips ; ſhe certainly may, at her wiſdom and diſcretion, not 


only relinquiſh that branch of her own commerce, but exclude 


all other nations from entering upon it with her colonies.— The 
coloniſts might indeed call it an hardſhip, but that yet remains to 
be proved; inj iſtice it could not, with any ꝓropriety, be called; if 


the mother country 1s allowed to be the beſt, as ſhe ought to be 


the only, judge of what relates. to her own commerce. If the 
coloniſts have really a right to enſlave any people, why confine it 


to thoſe of Africa? Should it not extend equally to Ruſſia, or 
any ether part of the globe : I believe the right depends, and 
ever will, on the favour and acquieſcence of Great Britain, who. 
my ſurely, and I hope will, withdraw both, whenever ſhe finds 

them repugnant to her honour and humanity; ; let her intereſt. De. 

_ what! It may, or you chooſe to repreſent it. 


The Spaniards conceived they had a right, merely. becauſe. 
they profeſſed Chriſtianity, to enſlave the Americans; and to 
roaſt their Prince, the unfortunate Guatimozin, for an obſti- 
nate adherence to his own Deities, and criminal Ignorance of 
the Goſpel, which he had never heard of before“. The pious 

prieits denounced death and damnation to the Mexicans and Pe- 

ruvians, a+ you do ſlavery and deſtruction to the Africans, upon 


the pureſt religious principles, founded, like your own, upon the 
authority of chapter and verſe, expounded too, as your's, by their. 


own diſcretion, and which none but a ſacrilegious monſter durſt 


preſume to controvert! What have the Spaniards obtained by the 
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holy ardour of theſe zealous eceleſiaſticks —Gold!—Treafares 
which have nearly deſtroyed their country, at that time the fineſt 
in the world, though now almoſt a deſart. Treaſures, however. 
| dearly purchaſed, - which they have not been able to retain; and 
only ſerved to enrich nations with whom they have been often 
ſince at enmity t—Treaſures for which, in a word, they have ſa - : 
_ erificed all honout and reputation, as well as their domeſtie feli- 
1 city, as a nation, and as men l Does hot all this, Sir, afford ai 
inſtructive leſſon to other countries? The preſent advantage of the 
{lave trade ſeems to many perſons, full as wiſe and learned as 
yourſelf, problematical at belt. None but intereſted perſons; or 
thoſe who pay court to them, will affirm it to be indiſenſably neceſ= 
| ſary; and all the powers of ſophiſtry cannot reconcile it with any. 
principle of honour or juſtice. Were the advantage, however, as 
generally admitted, as it is diſputed; if not denied, ſhould it be 
purchaſed at the expence of Juſtice and humanity ? Is there not, 
as Uncle Toby ſaid to the fly, “room evough for us all in this 
world!“ Would you, Sir, if a true Engliſhman, « for the whilt- : 
ling of a name, damn your country to everlaſting fame?” As a 
Chriſtian, it behoves you to read the bible once more, for your. 
own inſtruction; to conſider. very ſeriouſly before your de- 
parture from this mortal ſtage, and perhaps you may be on the 
Point, whether you have not done ſome miſchief, or, at leaſt, at- 
tempted it, by your expolition of the divine law; and that it 
might, therefore, be very prudent, and perfectly wiſe too, to 
make all the atonement in your power, by a Pk 2 
ment of your errors and tranſgreſſions. 


Preface, page 11. As you plead upright intention in Fre of 5 

the public indulgence, and in extenuation of errors and miſtakes” ' 
in your compolition, ſhould you not in prudence, if not in can- 
dour and decency, have admitted; as you have denied, that others. 
have as fair a title as your own to the ſame indulgence ? Thoſe, | 
particularly, who have given their names to the world; whillt * 
you lurk in the dark, itabbing their reputations * | Whatever may 
ERIE be thought | 


* 


R W -76 

be thought, as to the ſubject of diſpute, your conduct muſt ap. 
pear inſidious; and the facts you ſtate, if not your arguments, 
| queſtionable indeed | 


. Obſervations, page 1. As I have not ſeen Mr. Glanville 


Sharp's pamphlet, reſpecting the injuſtice of the ſlave trade, 1 


ſubmit, to thoſe who have, the propriety of your remarks upon it. 
You know beſt how far a temporary reſidence in the other iſlands 
could have afferded you abundant opportunities of deciding upon 
the juſtneſs of that gentleman's ſtrictures; and of being * fully 
convinced that he had been molt egregiouſly impoſed. upon.” 
As you have choſen, however, to be totally ſilent as to the pur- 
port of thoſe ſtrictures, confining yourſelf to a general cenſure 


and conde mation of them all, in the aggregate; we remain but 


as wiſe as before, both as to their demerits, and your purpoſe, in 

the introduction of that gentleman” s name and character, which: 
have received no injury, however, from general accuſation, un- 
ſupported by any proof, and without name or character ſtaked 
againſt them. = | 


Obſery. page 6. You aſſert, generally, as uſual, that“ ſe- 
veral who have lived in the Weſt Indies, now traduce thoſe 
from whom they received the moſt hoſpitable treatment there.” 
You are ſure that no one will take the ridiculous trouble of at- 
tempting to diſprove ſuch an aſſertion ; and I think you might 
have been as fure, that little credit would be given to it. None 
but a Don Quixote would encounter ſuch a wind- mill! You ſa- 
gacioully aſk, © lh are they who thus preſume to emancipate 
theſe unfortunate victim: of human luxury and avarice ?—A4re 
they not men who keep their brethren and fellow citizens. in a 
bondage infinitely more ſtrict and ſevere ?”—lI beſeech you, Sir, 
fo anſwer theſe queſtions yourſelf, —Having profeſſed yourſelf, 
at ſeiting out, particularly qualified to give us information, it is 
ſurely your buſineſs to do ſo, and not teaze us with ſilly and i im- 


perünent queltions. 


The- 
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The picture you draw of the ſoldier's and peaſant's- tuation : 
in England, is much oy-r-charged ; but fiction being? allowed to 


Poets, you are pleaſed to aſſume that | cenſe as a Painter; and I 
do not think it worth difputing with you. It does nothowever 


follow, that, becauſe ſoldiers and peaſants endure much hard- 
ſhip, negroes ſhould be dragged in chains from their own con- 


try, and worked, like cattle, for the reſt of their lives. Have 


not Africans as good 4 right to enſlave Engliſhmen, if they could, 
as Engliſhmen to enſlave Africans ? Does potber conſtitute right? 
If ſo, the . men : ſhould. ever hold mann in RR | 


"oh © 125 + 7 
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Odſerv. page 7. 1 ain the hardſhip yea 7 ſea- 


men, and heartily lament its neceſſity, for ſuch I believe there 
muſt ſubſiſt, ſince no expedient has deen yet deviſed in remedy | 
of it; and that the greateſt and wiſeſt men our country ever boaſted, 
even the immortal Lord Chatham, conſidered” It an unavoidable 
evil, becauſe irremoveable without deſtruction to the whole com- 

munity. It is the only badge of ſlaveiy that remains upon En- 


gliſhmen ; becauſe men are forced to ſerve, and tvo often' with 
circumſtances of extreme cruelty. It never was attempted to Ve 


juſtified but on, the firſt and moſt important principle of human 
nature, ſelf-preſervation, in which the ſeamen themſelves, as 


part of the community, are comprehended: The-neceſſity then, 
being generally admitted, warrants this only exerciſe of arbitrary 
power. To no other caſe whatever is that exerciſe to extend, 


becauſe in no other is it indiſpenſably neceſſary Phe neceſſity. of 
| forcing n2groes, or any other people, from their country, is cer- 


tainly neither urgent or extreme; nor is there a any, I am pofitive, 


for their ill treatment when brought to theſe iſlands, but the * re- 


verſe, if we underſtood our intereſt, or had Juſt ideas of morality, 


The poor negroes chains ſhould be made as light as poſſi ble, Th 


chains they mult endure et us, atleaſt, be content with thoſe 
ſtaves we have, and learn to treat them better : 25 Let us gevern 


3 ; 1.44.17 hows? 
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them with temper and with reaſon, and not with paſſion and fol- | 


9-1 n being juft we ſhould be wiſe. 
Note to Obſerv. page 9. Vou mention that * ſome (negroes) 


indeed. were happily, for themſelves, impelled by hunger and want, 
: to commit crimes which cauſed their miſery to he more ſpeedily 
terminated by the cerd.” This idea of happineſs ſeems altogether 
new, and worthy of yourſelf. Happily impelled, by the acute, and 
mo doubt pleaſant, ſenſations of hunger and want, ta commit crimes. 


for which they were hanged !—If from ſuch a complication of, 


What are generally conſidered evils—cri me, infamy, and misſor- 
tune, you can extract happineſs, there cannot be a doubt of your 


diſcovering, when you pleaſe, MY the * s. ſtone mm 
Fav longitude. $4 Þ 
Ober. p | p. 13, 10 9 is Fig 1 any charge of in- 


bu to the Weſt India gentlemen reſiding in England, or to 
the gentlemen, in general, in the iſlands. It is of the agents of 


the abſent proprieturs, and their, and all other, under ſirappers 
that complaints are mage, and ſeldom without reaſon, Over- 
{cers, and book-keepers too, are frequently diſmiſſed for extreme 
cruelty; and this, alas! is their only puniſhment, which 


they generally deſpiſe, How often do they not elude even this, 


and how. leng, from the ignorance, indolence, remiſſneſs, or 
ſtupidity of their employers Can any man, candidly diſpoſed, 
deny this to be the fac? Many indeed do, and will continue, te 
deny it; and ſa they would, I fear, their religion and their Gov, 


af they kad any point to accompliſh by ſo doing. You have ſome- 


where aſk-d, why. particular inſtances of cruelty are not exhibited 


to public view, and ſeem to exult becauſe they are not. You 
know the talk would, at belt, be invidious ; ; and, you cannot be 


inſenſible, that it might be not a little dangerous alſo. Proſecu- 


tion for defamation, perhaps aſſaſſination, might be the conſe- | 


quences of an indiſcreet, though honeſt zeal, The beſt men 


regard too much their quiet, and their lafety, to run ſuch ha- 
zards, 
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might receive us Fady ung do good for evil! / 


F 12-4 
zatds. You expreſs your own ideas very 3 will | 
you not allow the ſame liberty to others? You may compliment with 


a fety ; * but i it is not quite ſo ſafe to Ay. the candud of 2 
lar perſons. mY 


Obſerv. p- 15, 16. Vou have expended much time in detail 
ing the conduct of Engliſh farmers, their treatment of horſes and 
hogs, and their not being overburthened with humanity. As 1 
do not perceive how thoſe remarks apply to the planters and their 


ſlaves I ſhall leaye you to all the enj oyment they can afford. 


 Obſerv. p. 18, 19. All honour muſt be allowed Au ibn 
ants of Kingſten, as to the Aſylum lately eſtabliſhed there for the 


reception of old and diſeaſed negroes, baſely deſerted i in the hour 
of diſtreſs and miſery, by their inhuman, their truly diabolical 


maſters. It is to be hoped the other ta ns and pariſhes will imi- 
tate this illuſtrious example of humanity in the town of Kingſton, 
Whatever may he the reſult of the queſtions now in agitation, as 
to the negroes, they already experience ſome good effects from the 
general diſcourſe on the ſubject; and not, as ſome inſinuate, | 


| from that incoherent jumble of laws paſſed here laſt ſeſſion... 


Thoſe were intended as a ſpecimen of certain men's profound 
knowledge i in Legiſlation ;—but they have provedt the enen 
10 oe rOVICeS in fig ſeience. 


Obſerv. p. 19. Yau are juſt as witty as wiſe, in ſporting an 


opinion for the Welt Indians, That liberty, without the 
means of ſubſiſtence, i is ſcarce worth having.” Allow us, Sir, 


5 to judge for durſelres. Many of us are poor, but we all he be 
for amendment in our circumſtances, We know that property x 


may be acquired ; but that liberty, once loſt, or never enjoyed, 
ſeldom can. Whilſt free, we can, at worſt, ſhift our quarters; 
We have the whole world to range in perhaps the Africans 


- 
4G 


Obſerv. | 


E006 41 
You refer, generally, to the colonial laws, as a proof that 
« the Weit Indians may be truſted to themſelves, the good- f 
neſs of their hearts, &c. and that their own intereſt is a foleruble N 
ſecurity for their conduct. Vou ſhould have pointed out ſome | 
particular laws, and {hewn that they are generally obſerved, for : 
our inſtru ion; but you c997ſe rather to depend on men's inte - q 
reſt, and goodneſs of heart, as a tolerable ſecurity, and fafer 1 
ground to ſtand upon !—You may be right, fince the laws, as 
they ſtand, are certainly 10 > ſecuri? 4, and men's intere{t, and good- N 
neſs of hea.t, may be ſome. Whilſt ſlaves are worked at diſcreti- Wes 
on at any hour, and at all hours, their Oyerſeers pleaſe ;—in _ i 
chains tag, if they chooſe fed and clothed as they like pu- 
niſhed to what degree they think proper ;—and if 74 death, unless 
in the preſence af one or more white people, the proof gnpolli- 
ble; as the evidence of ſlaves, or even free people of colour, is 
not admitted againſt a white perſon ;—whilit, I ſay, all this is the - 23 
caſe, a Solon, or a Lycurgus, could form no ſyſtem of laws for | ; 
the due protection of flaves, or the puniſhment of their tyrants, | 
The proprietors of ſlaves are, generally, gentlemen ; and, I ac- FI 
knowledge, tnat charges of cruelty are ſeldom laid to heir ac 
count. - They are, but ſeldom, however, on their Plantations ; 
5 and when there, the underftrappers I have already mentioned aſ- 
ume a modeſt deportment, and ſandtified looks ; oppeling with 5 
thoſe, and à plaulible language, too often with ſucceſs, the un- * 
adorned tale of woe !—uttered with ſimplicity, and in broken ac- 
cents aud in language imperfectly learned, and as imperfectly 
underſtood II call upon all the canczur, of all the planters, 10 
vouch the truth of this repreſentation Let me not be told, 
tliat this but ſeldom happens; : if even ſeldom, it is 799 much — 
But if it ſometimes occurs, within the knowledge of almoſt every 
man, then it confi/Jedly happens often !—and it is, therefore, tine 
to wipe off the reproach. Having expreſſed thus much as to over- 
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ſeers, I tec] myſelf bound in candour, and in juſtice, to declare 1 
that I know ny; | ot a different deſcription, whole conduct 
: and 
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and character are in the higheſt dagron meritorious and reſpecla- N 


ble. Some of thoſe I have known to expreſs the greateſt indig- 
nation at the conduct of others in their line; and to have decli- 
ned all intercourle and acquaintance with . as dif, racing ths.. 


ſtation. 


Obſerv. p- 20. At laſt you come. to. the great point which . 
you profeſſed to be the object of your compoſition the treat- 


ment of ſlaves on ſugar plantations; and you deſcribe it with juſt 
as much candour, as you do the conduct of Mr. Glanville Sharp 


— 


and the Dean of Middleham. It is not true that the negroes huts 
are generally built either on the moſt healthy or el;yible ſpots ; but 


on the moſt convenient, whether healthy or other wiſe, and that 


are unfit for culture, or any other purpoſe. The nearer the 


works, (generally fituated Io) thoſe are, certainly the more con- 


devient, on every account; and as water is always a convenience 
to works, and the want of it very inconvenient, the negroes pa- 


take of a convenience, which coſts nothing in affording them, 


where it happens to be, or can be found, for other purpoſes. 


Your diſtinction of manager, and principal over ſeer, Ido not un- 


derſtand; we know but of one governor, or commander in chief, 


of a plantation, ſimply denominated an overſeer ; under whoſe 
dire ion are generalty one and ſometimes. two white people, 


called book-keepers ; and ſometimes alſo a third, called a d; iftiller ; 
the number of ſuch people generally depending on the ſize, and. 
importance, of a plantation. An hoſpital, as you call it, but 


uſually termed an hehe, almott every plantation affords. It is 
not worth entering ona diſpute with you how far theſe buildings. 
are generally calculated: for the purpoſe of reſtoring health, or 
comforting ſuch as labour under infirmity. Certain it is, Row- 
ever, that they are generally converted into a ſort of gaols, and are: - 


generally ſo conſidered too by. the ſlaves, where the . 


and in ſtocks placed there, generally aonſtitutes a part, and ſome- 


times the whole puniſhment of every delinquency. How the 
priſoners, 
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priſoners, and the fick too, are there treated, requires a very rick 
examination indeed! I ſhall only obſerve, what is an indiſputa- 


ble fact, ſpeaking generally, like yourſelf, that ſlaves of all ages 
and ſexes, the, ſick and ſore with the ſorry vagabonds, are there 


| huddled indiſcriminately together ;—and that, independent of the 
perfume at all times, an European could not, at any, remain 


five minutes in one of thoſe hoſpitals, without being thrown into 

A profule perſpiratioi. Whether ſuch places can be fit to receive 
people in raging fevers, the moſt comriton diſorder of the ne- 
groes, however - they may agree with the conſtitutions of thoſe in 


agues, confined by ſores, &c. let the gentlemen of the facul- 


ty decide I recommend it as a ſubject more worthy of their's 


and the public attention, than the paltry 3 of N about 


which they ſeem at“ barbarous civil war.” 


_ Obſerv. p. 21. Youare pleaſed to 8 « the degrees houſes 2 


or huts; comfortable dwellings, and palaces, when compared with 
the habitations of the labouring people in moſt parts ot England, 


& c.“ You muſt, I think, have forgotten England altogether, if 
ever you were there; or ſuppoſe that you addreſs people who ne- 


ver ſaw that happy land, and can ſwallow your ipſe dixits, as your 
expoſitions of the goſpel, with all the veneration due to holy- 
urit itſelf !—The only comfort, that I have obſerved as to ne- 
gro huts, barely confiſted in their being dry, and perhaps warm; 
but as to convenience, I never perceived any, but in thoſe of the 


drivers, and head negroes, as they are commonly called, on planta- 


tions. I admit, however, and to avoid frivolous diſputation, that, 


the climate being favourable to thoſe people, as to lodging, there 


would be little cauſe of complaint, on that account, had they 
deen well treated in other reſpects. Were their homes made 
„ eaſy, by kinder treatment in general, they would find more ſatis- 


faction in them; and conſequently take more trouble than they 
Jo to make them commodious. = 


Obſery. 


= „5 
Obſerv, p. 22. Tas that, in this iſland, fable are Win 
Allowed to cultivate. as much ground as they can ; but hetu muchz 
let it be ſuppoſed, they can cultivate of a Sunday | ! Working, as 


much as they can, for their maſters, ſix days in the week; and 
obliged to work for themſelves Un the ſeventh, 4 Sunday 1 ſhines.” 


no Sabbath day to them! Some humane proprietors allow their 1 
laves a day in a fortnight, and it is to be hoped that indulgence, * 5 


at leaſt, thay become general z---Should it not be made ſo by- 
law . Some induſtrious negroes (you have known) to have al 
acre or two of ground, compleatly cultivated in plantains, We. 


which they ſell for 4 great deal of money. 1 ſhall not diſpute a So 


fact ſo little worth diſputing, nor comment on your notion of 
rcoſnpleut cultivation in plantains; and only obferve, that your idea 
of à great deal of money, may reach but to a very ſmall ſum. No 


muſt ſurely, Sir, have been in jeſt, when you aſſerted that the 


apparel of any negro, even the beſt dreſſed, “ would be called 
proud andextravagant to be appeared iff, in England, even. at 


church.“ Pray be at the trouble, for it is not worth my while, | 

io deſcribe the dreſſes of the very loweſt people in England of” 
a Sunday, and thoſe of the negto beaus here that we may from 
the contraſt, which would be ſtrong, form a juſt compariſon. 


Do you place beet and fleckings amongſt the neceſſaries of life? 
—Swift thought they ſhould ; but you may now better. 


There are ko laws bert which oblige proprietors to 


' ſeed--their ſlaves; or ts regulate their conduct in that re- 


ſpect. There was one enacted laſt year, to oblige proprietors to 


plant ground. proviſions in proportion to their number of Uajes; WY 


/ but it regulates not the al Arilution of ſuch proviſions. 


Oyſerv. p. 22. I can allow you no credit for the carideur you |, 


profeſs, as it tends only to promote the purpoſe you hold eonſtant- 


ly in view; which is to inſinuate, that the ſlaves, generally, abound 
in proviſions, however a ſcarcity may, at ſome ſeaſons of the year, 


h happen to occur. The or: is, that they very ſeldom, Ker 
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ſuperubrund in neceſſary proviſions, as you expreſs; ſo that you? 
hyp9:hefis remains, according to Johnſon's definition of the word, 5 
9 [yitem formed 9 5 ſome e not proved. 15 


Obſerv. p. 25. Yau alla that, on ſugar plantations, Hlaves 
are allowed as much rum as they 2ught is have. © | preſume you 


meant, if any thing, that they are allowed none; for this is Cer- 


_ tainly the - fact, except as to one or two drivers, and perhaps as 


many particularly favoured tradeſmen. In extreme wet weather, . 
and hen ſlaves are engaged in the moit laborious work, as holeing ; 
land, &c. a humane overſeer ſometimes diſtributes drams to ne- 
groes ſo employed; but it is certainly not a general cuſtom, nor 


ever requeited, but as matter of {pecial favour. Lou are per- 
fectly right, in laying, that the more induſtrious the ſlave 


is, in raiſing proviſions, the better his maſter is pleaſed ;—the 
realon of which is obvious that the maſter is the leſs troubled 
with the wants anch complaints of the ſlave I allow that negroes, : 
in the vicinity of the fea, have one advantages ;—but how few are 
| theſe negroes compared with the whole in that ſituation! You 
he place the lituation of all in the moſt favourable point of vows 


and then gunuingly exclaim, © Is this a. Kate of miſery, &c. ! 
This, Sir, is 5 candour . 


Obſerv. p. 26. 27. You dreſs up a ſtory, of the father of a 


Sanity? in dcknefs a doctor and his wite attending him, and his 
Children within call wine, &. &c. &c. at his command I—Is 
this common ? Are ſuch circumſtances frequent any where? And 
have you known them to occur on ſugar plantations ?—If not, 


ſhouid you not be aihamed of ſuch miſrepreſentations ?—If you 


meant to fatirize the planters, yau have ſuccee ded; and they muſt 


feel all the force of their obligation to you. : 


Pregnant women are worked, until far advanced i in that ſtate, 
at the hardeſt labour; but nen at lighter, and to within two of 
three 


* 
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ſupplies ; - and that from different treatment, od thay only, 


number has little, if at all, encreaſed here, notv ithſtanding the mul- 
titude of thoſe imported, for the lag twenty years. — Kn 


V, 


three weeks of their delivecy; —The Baby. lather are the producli 
on of your on brain, for they are no where elſe furniſhed ; un- 


{eſs to favourite houſe wenches, with whom you might have ſeen 
ſuch 1 in your viſt's to the nurferies. 55 1 2 ee 


4 


"Oblarra p. 28. Your charge to the gentlemen | in the Old = . 


| Ty; in: « liſtening after \tories of travellers from Africa,” is ſo tru- _ 
ly neat, and elegantly A as to ſet all criticiſm at defi- — 


* 8 


ance! 


Th * 7's 


Obſerv. p. 30. 31. L allow that capital puniſlimine as to 


ſlaves, ' is not common here; but it is becauſe they are puniſhed at 


diſcretion. It is not the intereſt of proprietors that they ſhould be 
capitally punt hed ; and the laws are, therefore, and ever will be, 
evaded by men who have both the traming and execution of them, 


| when ais with their . intereſt. re 8 . get 


- * * 


Obderv. p- 32. The fidelity which you ſay the negroes 7 8 


Kitts and Tobago ſhewed to their maſters, when thoſe iſlands 2 
were invaded, proves hoth the honour and gratitude of thoſe peo- 


ple. Why ſhould ſach men, any more than yourſelf, be © in- 8 
capable of digeſting liberty !”--- With them indeed it might re- 


main but with you, it would certainly paſs. ae —1 this . n 
was your meaning, we I's agreed, 


Obſerv. p. 34. 35. Though [ do not wiſh to interf. re in the 
eontroverſy between you and the Dean of Middleham, who ſeems 
well qualified to maintain his own part, r venture to affrm i in 


ſupport of his opinion, and I do ſo upon the foundation of thirty | | 


years experience and obſervation as a planter, that, under proper 
and what may reaſonably be called Frame) treatment, the number of 
ſlaves in this iſtand wou conliderabl y encreaſe, without: any foreign 


their 


owing, as[ 


do, 


D 2 | P 


* 


55 


do, the general prej udice that rages againſt the talked of abolition of 
the African trade, and every reform reſpecting the internal govern- 


ment of the ſlaves, I am perfectly aware that this opinion will be 


treated, by many, with contempt and ridicule; v and by ſome, w hom | 


I really reſpe& and regard, with diflike, at re ſettle the 
matter at once, however, and as [ think it may be, to the ſatis- 


faction of every man of ſenſe and honour; let all ſuch but exa- 


mine, or conſuit their own knowledge a and experience, if fuch = 


they have had, what the treatment of ſlaves has been on all the 
5 plantations i in their neighbourhood f for twenty years palt ?---Whe- 

ther there has not been an encreaſe on ſo: me, independent of fo- 
reign aids, with but tolerable treatment ?... Whether that en- 
creaſe would not, in all probability, haye been greater, had more 
kindneſs ſtill been ſhewn ? Whether any decreaſe has been at all, 


or remarkable, but where they have been ill· treated and Whe- 


ther, upon the whole, this country has benefited any thing, and 
| how much, by any, or what, encreaſe in produce, during that time, 


notwithſtanding the prodigious (ms EXP ended in the parchaſs of 


African flaves ?---Hereis, I think, a fair appeal I deſire only 


it ſhould he remembered, that I make none but to thoſe who can 


diveſt themſelves of prejudices, which I fear they have been lon g 


imbibing 5 ——-and of partialities that private intereſt, or their | 


ideas of it, may ſuggeſt. I know the enemies with whom I con- 


tend ;---that they are the enemies of the whole Britiſh empire, 
and particularly of the Weſt India iſlands ; and that they are very 
powerful. Cemented by one common tye, their intereſt; and \ 
having but one ſtring to their arguments, that of the planter, 
which is always preferred to their own ;, their notes never vary * 


tittle true to heir key, as the needle to the pale, they. are ever 
 inuniſon! Aſſiſted too by the general paſſions and prejudices of 
thoſe they can work'upon, I fear they will prove an oyer-match 

for the Engliſh Univerſities, &c. whence ns mare can be expect 
6 than truth, HS and liberality.— X ou, Sir, have taken the 
| ſtrongelt 
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frongeſ fide, and of _ muſt be right; In all thing then, Tags 


common ſenic, I muſt yield you the palm. 


Page 35. 1 never faw a well-au thenticated Aeon of the 


cultivated, cultivable, and waſte lands of this iſland. Mr. Long's, 
| though probably the beſt which has yet appeared, ſeems to wang | 
the ſupport of an actual ſurvey ; and tq he no more than a rough 
_ eſtimate, founded on general opinion, and ſuch as that might. havg 
been when he wrote his hiſtory of this country, more than twenty 
years ago. | belieye he took more pains than any other perſon, 


at his time, or ſince, to be well informed ; ; and that he was as ca- 


pable, at leaſt, as any one, to form a juſt idea of the ſubje&; from, 


general knowledge and ſound judgment; but we ſtill remain un- 


der the diſ advantage of uncertainty, and only poſſeſſed of the ſim- : 
ple, and little to be depended on, reſource of confecftore, I cannot 
| gueſs upon what principle you have formed your's, if on any ; and 


as it differs ſo much from every other 1 have heard, I think it mult 
be erroneous. 1 profeſs myſelf i incompetent to the taſk of afford- 
ing proper information on this ſubject; and ſhall therefore pre- 
ſume no further than to follow you into the realm of conjecture; 


building, however, vpon my own, inſtead of your's:. The 
| difference i in our calculations may, poſſibly, induce ſome. perſon” 
better informed than either of us, to explain the matter ſatisfacto- 


rily; and thus far our wg on 7 conduce' to the public 
advantage. 5 . „ N45 S4Y 


1 take leave to ſuppoſe eight pondeed ſugar plantations in 
this iſland, each of two hundred acres in canes, an] as Lover. 


much in paſture and negro grounds . 320 
More land fit for fugar culture e ger 50, 00 | 

| Pens MTS: > EG Lean 0 100,000 

More land fit for fach Lots 5 Co o, o 
Lands in coffee, cotton, &c. &c. TW ro, oA 
More do. fit for do. FFC 188888 
Lands in, and fit for, uſe in Jamaia = - - 720,000 

| AE 


—=Y 


a. 


Sugar plantations, in this iat are conſidered tolerably well 


eiĩircumſtanced, in general, if the whole number of ſlaves amount 
te the ſame number of acres in canes, independent of paſture and 
neory grounds one third of the cane land, in general, holed and 


planted annually, by one third of the ſlaves, which 1s commonly 
conſidered 'the proportion of good workers :—Pen, or paſture, 
land when cleared and incloſed, requires but in the proportion 
of one ſlave to Hfteen acres ; and coffee, cotton, and proviſion 
land, &c. one ſlave to five acres. By dis calculation then, there 


nud be = 5 AN 8 


* 


| F or the land now kein canes, vith the paſtures, &c. 160,000 
For p pens now ſettled. 8 


Fi, e 7.333 
For coffee, SR &c. be e. 3 — 20, c 
Slaves on the lands now * vi 8 8 —ͤ—Uñ— 87,333 | 


More lives for lands to be ſet ged. | 
F. or 50,000 acres cane lend, $0,008 
50,000 do. pen or Paſture . 3,666 

; 109,900 do. coffee, cotton, Kc. 5 20,0 


N 75.666 


a 


2 Slaves ſuppoſed neceſſary for the lands: in, and fi for Meet 


uſe, i in Jamaica — = g 


1 


J know it it ſaid, and with truth, that meſt of the plantations 
are in want of freſh recruits of ſlaves; but I likewiſe know that 


many of them, being altogether, or nearly, exhauſted, and only 5 


to be made productive, by the greateſt expenditure of money, of 

hat would be no more than a very trifling intereſt upon it, ſhould 

be thrown up, and the ſlaves, ſtock, utenſils, &c. applied to a 
more profitable ſoil ; I know too, that many others, though fer- 


tile, are ſo inconveniently circumſtanced, by diſtance from the ſea, 


25 bad roads, want of water, &c. as to be alive unprofitable ; and. 
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that the flaves, Kc. upon them ſhould alſo be ciberntle applica. | 


Were the whole number of flaves, &c. em loyed. on half, or two 


thirds of the plantations already ſettled, I Venture to affirm, that 
more produce would be reaped than at preſent; that a vaſt expence 


would be thereby ſaved to the country; and that the {laves, whoſe | 
labour would not excced their natural ſtrength, would be much 


happier than they now ate. There are ſlaves enough already em- 


ployed on ſugar plantations for as many of them as are worth the 
labour of cultivation. Let thoſe then, whole eſtates are bad, ſell 
| their flayes, &c. Kc. or join their forces with the proprietors 


of good ones. Good ſenſe, or neceſſity, will induce them todo 


fo at laſt; and perhaps they are now only prevented from it by 
curſed roms, ad other incumbrances, which clog the wretch= 
ed planters? wheels; whilſt they give to thoſe of merchants, 
Agents, lawyers, &c. a rapid, but unnatural, movement. T' 
| "OR not a doubt that, by proper regulation 1 in the management | 
and treatment, of ſlaves, they would encreaſe at leaſt a fourth in 


every twenty years; which would be an abundant reſource ſor all 
the land that yet remains unſetiled. Ft is alſo new found that cat- 
tle might, and do, perform much of the work heretofore aſ- 


ſigned to llaves, and execute it better; yet the reluctance ſhewn | 
to that mode at firſt, was as ſtrong as the preſent dillike to the: a= 


bolition of the ſlave trade, and every regulation propoſed for the 
better treatment of ſlaves. Is it not extraordinary that, in above 


_ a hundred and thirty years this iiland has been potſefſed by Eng- | 
liſhmen, the uſe of the plough hould have been almoſt h 
until within a few years pait 8. et ſuch i is the fact. 


Obſerv. page 41, Kc. 1 paſs over your animadverſions, 3 in * 


veral pages, on the Dean of Middleham's publication; as well 
becauſe they refer chiefly to trauſactious! in the other lande, as 
8 that, it is more properly his own Laſineſs, thould he think i it worth 


while, to anſwer what relates particuiarly to himſelf. Whether, 
or not, the ſlaves in thoſe lands are accuſtomed to milk, = * 
meat, „ ü, of Iriſh fait beet, Tor thcir oadiliary tood; I know not 


PE 
* 


— 
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but 1 well know that, except a few herrings ſometimes, gene« 
rally fix only in a fortnight, they never get any ſuch on plantations 
| here, unleſs when ſick, and then depending altogether on the 
Kindneſs and humanthy of the overſeer. Slaves ate generally work- 


ed in rain here, unleſs very heavy and inceſſant; — from light 


ſhowers they are not called in, though wet all over. You have 


mentioned (Freface, page 1.) „That it is now not uncommon 


on ſugar eſtates, in ſeveral of the lands, to have a kind of mar- 


quees; or tents pitched; orin their ſtead, thatched ſheds erected - 


in different places on the land for the negroes, in caſe of haſty and 
violent ſhowers, to retire to, &c.“ All this may be true, as tothe 
5 othe r illands; 5 but we ſee nothing of the kind here. ö 


| Obſerv. page 46. You mention, that fome Moratian W 
men are ſettled amongſt us pray where? From your deſcrip- 


tion of their chara fer we ſhould have heard of them, and the 


good effects of their pious labours, had they fortunately reached 
this iſland; it is to be hoped, at leaſt, that they may be coming. 


We ſee no miſllonaries! If © charity covers fins,” I think the 
Jews have the belt claim to priority of any people i in this country. | 


| Obſerv. page 47. As you ſeem diſpoſcd to compliment the re- 


verend paſtors of the eſtablithed church here, I wiſh you had been 
leis reſtrained, on that account, by your delicacy. Thoſe of Mid- 


dleſex ought ſurely to have been diſtinguiſned by your pen. Their 


holy zeal, temperance, ſobriety, and contempt of worldly things, 
are ſo pre-eminently conſpicuous in their reſpective pariſhes, 


that I am ſure you would not have offended the others by an eu- 
on on their virtues. 


Ober. p. 60. Par ial too, as perhaps you may think to 1505 


1 term, aboliſion, where the public good requires it, I do not 
object to that which you propoſe, of the patent offices in this 
Iſland; the fees of which, you ſay, amount to the enormous ſum 
ol 200, O00l. ſterling per annum. But as I do not know, nor be- 
Jieve the people in general think, that it would be ſtrictly juſt, to 
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«d:izurte the preſent poſſeſſors of ices they bye. ſo long au poſ-* 
ſelled; and which they may conſider, therefore, as their proper- | 


ties, whatever might have been the or iginal deſign of their crea- 
tion; it is to be hoped you Will kindly: take the trouble of reviſing | 
the Scriptures once more, for the better infomation of the public 
on this ſubject ; as there can be mo doubt of your ſagacity, if not, 
in finding ample authority fer ſuch abolition, at lealt in colleing \ 
ſuch broken ſcraps as, with your dexterity, may. be dreſſed into a 


very ſavoury ragout, and perfectly reconcileable with-every palate. 


You might likewiſe try your powers of rhetorick, in perſuading 
the Patentees to make a generous ſacrifice of private intereſt to the : 
public welfare ; and be fi ure of the ſanguine ſupport of their ſublti. 
tutes in this country: whoſe candour and liberality ate as gene- 
rally acknowledged, as their hoſpitality and urbanity, are univer- 
ſally reſpected and admired. Whatever may be the reſult of your 


arguments as to theſe gentlemen, one of them is pre-eminently en- 
titled, in my humble opinion, to the utmoſt extent of public favour 


and -indulgense. He, alone, has been buff ted about by popular 
clamour, inſtigated by faction; but he has heroically borne the or- 
deal, and I think will continue to bear it. With that kind of can- 


dour, however, which you profeſs, J am forced to acknowledge, 


that, in one reſpect, the gentleman I allude to is extremely crimi- 


nal, and [ fear utterly unpardonable---He was born at Boſton * | 8 


Could this be forgiven, I think he would be found to poſſeſs as 


much integrity and, I am ſure, as much philanthrophy, as dell 
in the breaſt of any one man in amaica. 8 5:0 


You ſeem ſomewhat tender, Sir, reſpecting Cuftom-houſe ; 1 I 
judging perhaps, but I fear partially, of the honour. and integrity 


of all Cuſtom houſe officers, by thoſe of the preſent Collector of 


Kingſton. Some of his predeceſſors have, however, if we credit 
Mr. Longs $ hiſtory, which'you have quoted, deſcended to the vileſt 


abuſes, and the paltrieſt practices. Of One we have heard, but I 
do not recollect at what time, whoy\meanly Aſguifg himſelf in 


the 


. 


4 


pp 
the habiliment of a negro, has watched whole nights upon A 
wharf, like his brother ſhark near it, to graſp at ſuch prey, as 


. wretchedneſs or misfortune ſhould offer !---Happy as we are now, 
however, in the reverſe of ſcenery and of actors, we remain with- 


ich all-bountiful heaven beſtows * 


Oblerv. p. 62. You fay © that. accounts heretofore | given by 
Governors, and perſons i in the higheſt ſtations in the North Ame- 
Tican Provinees,, turned out erroneous, and to ſpring from paſſion 


or prejudice; and aſk, © are ſuch men to be attended to?. Men 
. who either were charged with, or confeſs the acts of cruelty they 

_ accuſe others with being guilty of, and who were actually deſpiſed 

and reprobated, &c.” Your obſervation may poſſibly meet another 


application, at ſome future, 8 and Perhaps n not yer diſtant, period 
of time. 


* you fay « that you are on the point of leaving cheſs iſlands, 


Sharp and the Dean of Middleham or if for Africa, that you 

' ſhould carefully conceal from the natives, how much you have 

been the friend of their ane na SOOT. in * Weſt 
India Iſlands. 7 


 inment of a = penſion, if you want it; 

. TEE” I am, with due elbe, 
: FE 3 ir 
Fe 1 Lour's, Kc. &c Ke. 5 
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f out even a wiſh for change; and only a forlorn hope that, as there 
is no room for amendment, we may peaceably breathe the _ air 


1 ſhall trouble you no further, but to requieſt, ſhould you be bound 
for England, you would preſent my reſpe&s to Mr.-Glanville 


Wiſhing you a ek voyage, and de not ito your ob 
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